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A celebration of two anniversaries 

Diocese to mark its centenary with Archbishop's visit - and Mothers' 
Union is 150! 

he Diocese of Leicester will mark its centenary in 2026–27 with a rich 
programme of worship, storytelling, civic events and church community 
participation, giving thanks for 100 years of God’s faithfulness and looking 

ahead with hope. 

Celebrations will begin with a 
service at Leicester Cathedral on 
Saturday 12 September and a 
diocesan gathering on the 
afternoon of Sunday 13 
September, to which everyone is 
invited, and will welcome the 
newly enthroned Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Sarah Mullally, to 
Leicester. 

Other key dates include the Centenary Day on Thursday 12 November 2026 and the 
Centenary of the Cathedral’s hallowing on Sunday 21 February 2027, framed by a 
series of engagements and activities across Leicester and Leicestershire. 

Other special services at the Cathedral, and a Thanksgiving Eucharist on Centenary 
Day, alongside historic photo recreations and celebration of our parishes and church 
schools will help mark 100 years since the Diocese was formed. Civic and community 
partners will also be involved, with invitations extended to leaders and organisations 
across the city and county. 

Throughout the centenary period there will be a series of “Together for the 
Centenary” services held in parishes around the Diocese, combining thanksgiving for 
the past, honest lament for failings, and prayerful hope for the future. Music, words  
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and symbols from the past 100 years will sit alongside today’s diverse and 
intercultural expressions of worship. 

Stories will be at the heart of the Centenary. 'Stories of Faith and Hope' will capture 
voices from across the Diocese, including parishes, schools, chaplaincies and 
community, through written reflections and a video series. 

Young people and church schools will play an important role, contributing creative 
content, collective worship resources and multilingual video greetings celebrating 
belonging to something bigger. 

The Centenary will also inspire heritage projects, walking trails, displays, prayer 
resources, and environmentally friendly merchandise. Together, these events and 
initiatives will celebrate our Diocese’s past, affirm our present calling, and renew our 

commitment to serve future generations. 

 

Celebrating 150 Years of Mothers’ Union 

his year marks 150 years since Mothers’ Union was founded in the small parish 
church of Old Alresford, Hampshire, by Mary Sumner - a home-educated young 
vicar's wife with a powerful vision. She dreamed of women, regardless of class 

or status, coming together in faith to support one another and strengthen family life 
within the church. 

From that small flame of an idea, a 
global movement was born. Today, 150 
years later, Mothers’ Union has grown 
to around 4 million members in 84 
countries, working to improve the lives 
of individuals, families, and 
communities around the world. At the heart of all we do is our belief that faith and 
compassion can transform lives. 

"Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

And shine a light is what our members do. Whether someone finds themselves 
unexpectedly in the hospital, a family is grappling with a parent going to prison, or a 
baby is born prematurely, Mothers’ Union members are there offering care, support, 
and love without judgment. We speak out against injustice, create safe spaces for 
conversation, and run parenting support groups - all helping to build stronger, more 
resilient communities. 
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All of our work is guided by our three core pillars of transformation: Ending Violence – 
promoting peace and safety, Ending Injustice – advancing gender justice and Ending 
Poverty – fostering self-reliance and resilience. 

Our global programmes include literacy and savings groups, parenting and resilience 
training, and domestic abuse awareness campaigns. These initiatives are rooted in 
local communities - we listen first, then respond with practical, faith-led action. Every 
day, globally, our members carry out thousands of quiet acts of service that bring hope 
and healing. 

Mothers’ Union today reflects the diversity of the modern world. We are a movement 
that continues to evolve, welcoming people of all backgrounds and identities. While 
we are a women-led movement, men are welcome to join! 150 years of courage, care, 
and community, and we’re just getting started – so why not join us? 

Join Us, Join In  

As we celebrate 150 years of courage, care and community, we’re looking to the 
future. There’s a place for you here. 

Whether you’re passionate about social justice, community outreach, prayer, or 
simply want to connect with others who care, we invite you to get involved. In the next 
six – 12 months, we have some exciting activities to join in locally coming up. 

 

Here are some of the events taking place nationally and locally that you might be 
interested in: 

• There are still tickets available for the National MU Anniversary Service at 

St.Paul’s Cathedral in London on 10th June – they are also hoping to live-stream 

this service and we will endeavour to put the link in the church newsletter nearer 

the time. 

• Within the diocese we are holding a Teddy bear’s Picnic on 28th June in Coalville, 

where we have both an outside and inside option available to allow for the British 

weather! Drinks will be provided, but please bring your own picnic.  

• On 5th June, we are going to meet at Christ Church Coalville to cheer on Deb Lee, 

a Trustee from York diocese, who is cycling from York to St Paul’s Cathedral.  

• Diocesan 150th Anniversary Service at Leicester Cathedral – 3.30pm Sunday 9th 

August 

 

Please ask Lorna Pollard or Alison Roche for more information. 
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Vicar’s letter  
Friends, 

As we approach the middle of the year, and the full ‘bloom’ 
of summer, this could be your chance to do something 
different – Christmas!  

Back in December you may well have despaired over the way 
in which Christmas is commercialised and exploited, and how 
the central message is overshadowed by our excess and 
secularism – so why not turn again to Christmas in July? I 
suspect that if we read the nativity narrative in the sunshine 
rather than the snow, we would find new insights and a 

deeper appreciation of the incarnation. 

If we’re honest, we’ll recognise that no one actually knows for sure what time of year 
Jesus was born, or indeed which year – our modern scholars think that 4 BC is much 
more likely than the year zero, and a census is very unlikely in the middle of winter. 

Without the iconic images of Christmas cards, we’ll perhaps notice that the ‘stable’ is 
a misunderstanding of the original Greek writing and the Palestinian way of life – 
ordinary families kept their animals inside the house with them at night time, to 
share the warmth apart from anything else. There would have been a manger, but it 
was built into the floor of the raised platform where the family slept. With this in 
mind, the Nativity feels less like an account of a couple left out in the cold and more 
like a warm welcome in the family home for these travelling strangers. 

There is much more to learn and notice with a summer reading of the Christmas 
story. Most importantly perhaps, we may be struck again by the absolute miracle of 
God living amongst us, as one of us – not in an Old Master stable to the sound of a 
Victorian carol, but in the ordinariness and insignificance of small town life, mostly 
unnoticed but certainly with the predictable struggles of young and inexperienced 
parents with little money. With this in mind, the Nativity feel less like a sterile and 
static tableau and more like an unpredictable yet everyday drama.  What a risk God 
took in becoming one of us, and what humility for the Creator of the Universe! 

So, can I recommend some reading for the beach this summer? Without the turkey 
and tinsel, Christmas might just surprise us…. You can find the true story just where 
you might expect it – the second chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, the first two chapters 
of Luke, and Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.  

Stretch out and enjoy the original holiday blockbuster. 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s service,    Adrian 
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A trip to Scotland – failed attempt to climb a Munro 

There are 282 hills in Scotland over 3000 feet high (hills known as “Munros”). Over 
the years Charles Metcalfe has climbed all of them, but the narrative below outlines 
his first attempt - which failed.  

ate in 1993 I got talking to a chap I worked with called Linton, and we spoke 
about our love of camping and walking and hill country - and Scotland in 
particular.  I explained that it was years since I had done any proper lightweight 

camping and hill walking. Linton had much more recent experience than me and in 
particular brought the term “Munros” into the conversation - at that point I had not 
heard the term. Three of us decided to have a long weekend camping in Scotland the 
next Easter and Linton was to take Ray and me up our first Munro. Ray and I bought 
some basic equipment, sharing a tent and stove, and trained with heavy packs on 
local hills. 

Friday 8 April and Ray and I set off north heading to Kinlochewe. On the way it 
started to snow and it was soon settling. We were going to be early for our 5-30 
meeting with Linton, so I took the opportunity to deviate off the route to try and 
drive up the spectacular hairpin bend pass to Bealach Na Ba. Unfortunately, I failed, 
sliding my car into the barrier and denting the wing - with a drop of several hundred 
feet just inches away from Ray on the other side of the barrier.  I managed to reverse 
out and down and turn at the hairpin to head downhill - having to move over as a 
snow plough came up clearing the road! Thank goodness we had got there before 
the snow plough - - - a road cleared of snow wouldn’t have been half as much fun! 

We gave a couple of hitch-hikers a lift. They turned out to be experienced climbers 
who advised that without full winter equipment we did not stand a chance of 
climbing the hill we had intended for the Saturday (Beinn Alligin). We called in at the 
Mountain Information Centre where they advised that we should not go above 500 
feet. Met up with Linton and camped in the wood opposite Liathach. 

Saturday 9 April and I was map reading. We were carrying full camping gear, but we 
did not have either the knowledge or equipment for serious snow work. Stick below 
500 feet. We agreed to climb to 500 feet and then circle right round Beinn Alligin 
rather than climbing it – camping round the far side, and completing the circle the 
next day. As the experienced leader of the party, Linton checked both Ray and I had 
all our equipment - - tent, sleeping bags, stove etc etc 

We climbed to nearly 500 - I checked the map carefully – but we were up to our 
waists in snow and the going was virtually impossible.  We discussed matters. We 
pored over the map. We analysed the situation with frozen fingers and frozen minds. 
We finally realised that the map was in metres not feet – as map-reader I was not 

L 
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popular with the other two!!! We retreated down and started to circle - - - as we 
traversed we were still sometimes up to our waists in the white stuff - walking over 
hidden frozen lochans into which we occasionally fell. When the blizzards stopped 
there was mist and glare (how is it possible to have both together?) – meaning we 
couldn’t see where sheer drops were. I’d never walked in such difficult conditions. 

By the time we came to somewhere we felt we could pitch our tents I could hardly 
stand, never mind walk. I think Ray was the same although Linton, with more 

experience, had a 
bit more stamina 
and still had a small 
reserve of energy - - 
- a good job - - -  

As Ray and I took 
our packs off, Linton 
let out a squawk - - - 
“I’ve lost my tent!” 
It had been 
strapped to the 
outside of his pack 
and had fallen off 
somewhere during 

the day’s walk. Ray and I helpfully muttered that there wasn’t room in our tent. He’d 
have to sleep outside. Linton set off back the way we had come. We were so 
shattered we couldn’t 
follow. Putting our 
tent up was almost 
more than we could 
manage. Just over half 
an hour later Linton 
was back – with his 
tent. Amazing he’d 
found it so soon.  
Linton’s energy was 
amazing. The location 
of our campsite was 
amazing -  BUT - - - it 
was a bit of a nerve, 
Linton checking we’d 

We camp at the back of Beinn Alligin 

 

Team photo taken by a group we met on the way down. (Ray 
is on the left and Linton centre - not sure why I was still 
allowed to carry the map!) 
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got all our equipment, when he arrived at camp with no tent! 

Sunday 10 April and the weather was fabulous. As we walked round Beinn Alligin 
back to the car the views were spectacular. A pity we’d not climbed a Munro. 

Charles Metcalfe 

St Guthlac’s Spring Fayre  
 

espite rather overcast weather, St Guthlac’s Fayre on 16 May was a happy 
and joyful event. One person said how impressed they were with the friendly 
atmosphere with people meeting and greeting each other. There was an 

interesting range of stalls inside the church, including a wonderful selection of 
homemade cakes, creative knitted goods, a 
tombola, craft, jigsaws, jewellery and the 
Leicester Family History Society.  

A selection of scones, tea, coffee and lunches 
were provided by dedicated helpers for 
visitors who sat around enjoying the chance to 
chat and catch up with the local news. Making 
simple braids caught the attention of both 
youngsters and grandparents. Several local 
people reported that they had gone home to 
teach their young people to braid. 

Outside the church was an impressive plant 
stall with an amazing variety of plants, which 
had been supplied by church members and 
local people who had been growing 
vegetables and flowers for weeks 
beforehand. Also in the garden, very young 
people were drawn to fun games: tin-can-
alley, quoits, archery and ‘splat the rat’! 

All the stalls had been successful, with a 
fantastic £1,800 raised for the church and a 
further £150 raised through a raffle for the 
Malawi mobile health clinics. 
 
Tina Jarvis 

 

D 
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Contacts 

Benefice Ministry Team 
 
Vicar: Revd Adrian Jones 
(rest day normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Curate: Revd Cecilia Adjadje  
(rest day to be confirmed) 

07425 705221 cadjadje@yahoo.com  

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader: Fiona Wingate  Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 
 
 
 

 
Please notify the Editor if any of the details below need to be updated. 
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St. Guthlac’s 
 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Deanery Synod  
Vacant 
 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the PCC 
Treasurer; and Chris Bullough, Jean 
Cox, Anne Hunt, Caroline Richards, Ann 
Swanson, Fiona Wingate, Jane Wright  
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
 
Anne Hunt  

safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Environmental Champion 
Fiona Wingate 
 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 
Holbrook Oasis 
Tina Jarvis 
 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
David Hunt 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 
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Mark & Steph  
07525 000511 
 
 
St Mary’s 
 
Church Wardens  
Sian Howard 
07932 557 646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Mick Gasper 
mgasper1@hotmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
 
Deanery Synod  
Beryl Bonfield, Michael Gasper 
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
nigel.siesage@gmail.com  
(Magazine business to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com) 
 
PCC Treasurer 
Amanda Beck 
07732 020 023 
adb567@hotmail.com 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Church Wardens, the 
PCC Secretary, the PCC Treasurer, The 
Deanery Synod representatives; and 
Kate Adams, Beryl Bonfield, Tabitha 

Fogg, David Palmer, Ida Stanyer, 
Amanda Youngman 
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
The Vicar  
 
Bell Ringers  
Rebecca Odames  
c/o the Church Office 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Simon Britton 
07710 975 
272stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com 
 
Electoral Roll 
Vacancy 
 
Music Co-ordinator and Choir Director 
Vacancy 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
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PLANNED GIVING 
 
Regular giving is an integral part of our church life, supporting our day-to-day costs, 
ministry and mission.   
 
A good way to achieve this is through a monthly direct debit as part of St Mary’s 
participation in the Parish Giving Scheme or by standing order to St Guthlac’s.   
 
Details of the two schemes can be obtained from Planned Giving Scheme contacts for 
each church, listed in the Contacts section.  If you are a taxpayer and gift aid your 
giving, the churches can claim an additional 25%. 
 

 
 
 

From the Editor 

The next issue of the magazine will appear in 
August, but this depends not just on me but on 
readers' ability to supply me with copy. The 
closing date for the next issue will be Friday 31 
JUly 2026, but you can send your contributions 
at any time to the usual address, 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com.  
 
Articles do not represent the opinions of the 
Parochial Church Council of either church. Typographical and other errors (and the 
occasional omission) are the Editor’s responsibility. 

 
Christmas Tree Festival - Craft Workshops 

The popular and enjoyable craft workshops at St Mary's have now resumed. The next 
two workshops are scheduled for 10.30 in St Mary's on Tuesday 23 June and Tuesday 
14 July. All are welcome. Materials, tea, coffee, biscuits and conversation are all 
provided. 
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Coffee Morning at St Mary's 

Another successful coffee morning was held in St Mary's on 9th May and raised a 
total of £581.00 towards the expenses of running our Parish Church. 

The Social Committee thank all who came, enjoying the coffee/tea, cakes, the music, 
the raffle and the tables displaying many interesting items for sale. I personally thank 
all the helpers, without whom this event could not happen. 

The next event to be held in the Church with be on Sunday 28th June. See below. 

Beryl Bonfield 
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