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B e n e f i c e  M a g a z i n e  

 

A Place of Peace 
Garden designs for St Mary’s churchyard  

Tanya Willis, who has devised the initial designs for this exciting development, 
provides some background and encourages feedback 

esigning new gardens for St Mary’s churchyard has been an exciting 
opportunity to develop space for people, plants and animals. The areas 
selected can no longer be used for graves or internment of ashes but can 

become places for peaceful reflection, prayer or meditation. One of the 
consequences of the pandemic has been to recognise the importance of green 
spaces for health and well-being, for everyone to be in touch with nature and 
wildlife, to take moments of stillness. The new gardens will help to encourage 
members of the wider community to use the space without feeling it’s just for 
‘church people’. 

The designs for the churchyard will enhance 
the area for the local community and wildlife, 
with peaceful seating areas and sculptural 
focal points for contemplation and relaxation. 
A cross design inset into the surfacing 
highlights the Christian connection without 
being intrusive for those of other faiths or 
none.  

Accessible pathways through a range of soft 
planting will help to connect to nature through 
seasonal interest, a variety of flower shapes 
and forms for pollinators and new habitats for 

birds and small mammals. The planting will enhance the existing vegetation and 
provide wildlife corridors across the churchyard. 
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The designs work in sympathy with their surroundings and will be welcoming 
and accessible from the main driveway and existing paths. Stable surfacing 
suitable for pushchairs, wheelchairs and mobility scooters with ‘parking’ bays 
next to benches and a lawn area allow for varied use of the space.  

One of the key criteria in the brief was to be as sustainable and eco-friendly as 
possible, to further contribute to the Eco-Church award. Therefore, the designs 
will use local and reclaimed materials and incorporate sustainable practices for 
the ongoing care and maintenance through composting, directed flow of 
rainwater and the range of plants sequestering carbon dioxide.   

The initial concept designs can be viewed in St Mary’s or on the St Mary’s 
website. Once the public consultation has been completed, a master plan, 
planting plan, construction drawings and detailed specifications will be 
compiled ready for landscapers to quote from.  

Tanya Willis 

• We are inviting comments/suggestions/views from the whole Benefice 
and the local community on the plans for our new gardens in St Mary’s 
churchyard. Please see the overview and the draft plans at 
www.stmarysknighton.co.uk. Please email your responses to our Church 
Warden, Sian, at sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Curate’s Letter

 
Friends, 

Without vision, the people perish … 

love the challenge of the above 
from Proverbs 29, as it inspires 
me personally to live beyond 

myself to a sense of purpose, the 
same for family as well as church. 

We cannot just maintain ourselves 
with food and shelter. We are not 
designed just to be safe and secure 
as a people. 

One of my favourite books and films 
growing up was Watership Down. 
There is a particularly haunting 
chapter where the rabbits, led by 
Hazel to pursue a new home, come 
across what seems to be the almost 
perfect warren. There is unlimited 
food provided by the farmer and 
the resident rabbits are very 
welcoming and eager to share their 
space. Hazel and his group become 
suspicious as the warren seems to 
have more space than rabbits, and 
the few resident rabbits seem 

I 
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preoccupied with death rituals. 
They soon work out that things are 
too good to be true: the farmer is 
poisoning the food to wipe them 
out and the host rabbits allow a 
regular number to be sacrificed to 
keep the farmer happy, trading life 
for the comfort of death. 
Thankfully, Hazel and his band 
decide to move on and face more 
trials until they reach their 
destination of Watership Down. 

Christ came to give us life and life to 
the full. Our job as church is to find 
that life for ourselves individually 
and corporately and share it with 
others. I find that the Christian life is 
a constant tension between 
decisions that give life and those 
that take me towards the 
diminishing shrinking of death. Do 
we share and grow, or do we play 
safe and shrink? Do we always 
choose what is best for self or for 
others? The hard or the easy?  

At this time of year, we live in the 
light of the risen Christ. Churches as 
vessels of spiritual faith do not 
slavishly follow the worldly rules of 
the economic market place or the 
social values of prevailing culture. 
Instead, we swim amongst them 
and sometimes manage to change 
them. Our hospitality, our welcome 
to others, our generosity, care for 
one another and concern for those 
in need of Christ’s hope beyond the 
church in the community are all 
markers of life, faith and vision. 
Every step we make is a choice with 
eternal consequences, in terms of at 

the end of our lives facing 
judgement.  

My prayer for myself, my family and 
our churches is that Jesus will say, 
‘you tried … well done, good and 
faithful servant’. 

Revd Matthew Gough 

 

Poetry Corner 

Vision  

by Grace Noll Crowell 

Amanda Beck has drawn our 
attention to this poem by Grace Noll 
Crowell (1877-1969), an American 
poet and author of inspirational 
verse and poems. Amanda came 
across it in a book of her mother’s. 
She had copied it out as a teenager 
around the time Amanda’s father 
was killed in a plane crash in 1942 
and she is sure it gave her some 
comfort, having kept it for so long. 
One of the family also read it out at 
Amanda’s mother’s funeral last 
year.  

If we could see beyond our present 
sorrow, 
beyond our present grief, as God 
can see,  
We would be braver, knowing some 
tomorrow  
will still hold happiness for you and 
me. 
  
If our blurred eyes could see beyond 
their weeping, 
The sunlit hills that someday we 
shall climb, 
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We would be stronger, and we 
would be keeping 
a tryst with hope through every 
darkened time. 
  
If we could see beyond some fresh 
disaster, 
The road smoothed out again 
before our eyes, 
We would be calmer, and we would 
learn faster, 
The lessons life unfolds to make us 
wise. 
  
We are so blinded by a moments 
sorrow, 
So hurt by any sorrow, any pain, 
That we forget the joys beyond 
believing 
The peace that will be ours, some 
day again. 
 

Traveller's tales 

The Church of England 
abroad … 

everal years ago, I reported on 
visit to the Anglican cathedral 
in Singapore. This Easter I had 

planned to attend the Anglican 
church in Amsterdam when Sue, 
Hope and I visited our son David. 
David, whom some readers will 
remember, was spending six 
months on secondment there with 
his law firm. The trip did take place - 
but my intention of attending a 
service on Good Friday was 
thwarted when I contracted Covid. 

 
Five days of isolation later, I was 
free to pay a quick visit and found a 
charming little canalside church, its 
interior somewhat reminiscent of 
Oxford college chapels, and with its 
prominent royal arms and 
monuments referring to 
connections to the UK, very much a 
Church of England place. 

 
The Chaplaincy has worshipped in 
this location on Groenburgwal since 
1771, and has been established in 

S 
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the city of Amsterdam since 1698, 
when it was uniquely permitted to 
worship openly within the city walls 
of Amsterdam during William III’s 
reign as both Stadtholder of Holland 
and King of England. This contrasts 
with the position of Catholics in the 
same period, as the hidden church 
of ‘Our Lord in the Attic’ 
demonstrates (but that’s another 
story). 

There are now three Anglican 
congregations in this 
group/benefice, known collectively 
as Christ Church: this one in the 
centre, only half a mile from Dam 
Square; one in the south of the city, 
described as generally represented 
by international families; and one in 
the south east, described as 
reflecting the traditions of Anglican 
practices and liturgy as represented 
and taught in the African continent. 

Nigel Siesage 

 

And nearer to home … 

Wistow and Newton Harcourt 

Wistow - St Wistan's church has a 
14th century square stone west 
tower with battlemented top.  

 
It is a low building with nave and 
chancel in one, with parapet and no 
visible roof. The masonry is 
Norman, and beside the relatively 
new porch is a blocked Norman 
doorway with zig zag decoration on 
the arch. It has several small glass 
windows on the West side of the 
tower. The church was remodelled 
in 1746, according to the Reverend 
HFA Enrich, when the large arched 
clear glass windows were installed 
in the east side and nave. In the 
large square chantry chapel on the 
north side, several of the windows 
have been blocked up, also a door. 
There are box pews, pulpit and 
reredos from the 1750s, and 
monuments in the chantry chapel to 
Sir R Halford 1658, Sir William 
Halford 1768, Sir Henry and Lady 
Halford 1831, and Sir John Vaughan 
1839. 

The Benefice Magazine 
The Editor apologises for the late arrival of this edition. The magazine is published 
every two months. The closing date for copy for the next issue is 1 July 2022, for 
publication in mid-July. All contributions are appreciated. Please send your 
contributions, preferably in Word, to stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com.  

Articles do not represent the opinions of the Parochial Church Council of either 
church. Typographical and other errors (and the occasional omission) are the 
Editor’s responsibility. 
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There are some interesting graves in 
the churchyard to: James Doat 1815 
to 1872, “for 54 years faithfully 
served three successive owners of 
Wistow Hall”; Thomas Newton died 
13 February 1865, “faithful labourer 
to his employers”. Further 
gravestones at the East end of the 
church: Benjamin Ringrose, 1732 to 
1745; William Dalby, died 1747; 
William Wells servant to Sir William 
Halford Bt, died 1766. St Wistan, a 
Mercian prince, is said to have been 
killed in the churchyard in 849 AD. 
Legend say that human hairs grow 
through the grass where he died. 

The Jacobean Hall stands opposite 
the church beside a lake and was 
the home of the Halford’s for many 
generations. King Charles I was said 
to have sheltered here after the 
battle of Naseby and his saddle and 
stirrups are said to be among the 
treasures in the house. Sir Henry 
Halford, a physician, attended four 
English monarchs during the first 
half of the 19th century. Apart from 
the church and hall, Wistow 
comprises a farm which specialises 
in woodcutting, and the popular 
café, craft and garden centre. 

Newton Harcourt - St Luke’s. The 
church has a small pyramid 13th 
century West tower. The bottom of 
the tower is of cobblestone, and the 
top half of rough-cut sandstone. The 
nave and chancel were built in 1834 
with rough plaster walls. The church 
roof is fitted into an arched window 
on the east side of the tower. There 
are two odd brick buildings on the 
north side. The east window is plain 
glass with three lights. There are six 
windows in the nave. 

Many trees shade the rather spooky 
churchyard with several interesting 
graves: one gravestone is in the 
form of a miniature church 
dedicated to an 8-year-old boy with 
his father’s grave beside it. Two are 
to servicemen - JA Robins, Stoker 1st 
Class on HMS Pembroke, died 30th 
December 1919, and TP Owen, 
Private in the Duke of Cornwall's 
Light Infantry, died 28th 1919. 
There are several small iron crosses 
and several plain wooden crosses 
for the Woolley family.  

 
The owners of Wistow Hall 
possessed all the land surrounding 
the village in the 18th century and 
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the parish is still named Wiston-
cum-Newton Harcourt. Opposite 
the church lies an Elizabethan 
Manor House, the outbuildings now 
converted to flats and the whole 
surrounded by brick walls. 

The octagon cottage in the village 
was once a toll house and now 
houses two families. Five farms 
made up the village and in 1814 
farm workers’ cottages were built 
including a blacksmith's, a bake 
house and temporary morgue, 
forming a village square. Apparently 
suicides were a common occurrence 
here, with the nearby canal and 
railway providing an easy 
opportunity. 

It was the 1950s when Newton was 
connected to mains water, and 
1961 when the first private house 
was built. There are twenty there 
now and only one working farm. In 
the last few years, a large striking 
modern house has been built below 
the manor house on the lane to 
Wistow.  

AD 

Planned giving 
egular giving is an integral 
part of our church life, 
supporting our day-to-day 

costs, ministry and mission. These 
needs are not lessened during the 
pandemic. A good way to achieve 
this is through a weekly envelope or 
a monthly bank standing order as 

part of our Planned Giving Scheme. 
Scheme details can be obtained 
from the Planned Giving secretaries 
of each parish (see Contacts pages). 
If you are a taxpayer and gift aid 
your giving, our churches can claim 
an additional 25%. 

 

Church Walks 

  
argaret Young has launched 
church walks with a beautiful 

walk through Outwoods near 
Loughborough. It's a great way to 
get out of the city and discover sites 
you might be unfamiliar with. If you 
are interested in regular walks as a 
church group, please contact 
Margaret Young, 
jmaryyou@gmail.com. 

  

R 
M 
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Wednesday 1 June 2022
Start: 9.15am at St Wistan’s Church, 
Kibworth Road, Wistow. LE8 0QF
Finish: #FMM�4USFFU�.POVNFOU�
8JHTUPO�-&����"%

For more information search St Wistan Pilgrimage on Facebook, contact Reverend Matthew 
Gough 07754961997 or email revgough@gmail.com

St Wistan’s 
Pilgrimage Walk

•  Four-mile leisurely
walk

•  Learn about the
legend of the
Leicestershire
saint

•  Local cafés serving
refreshments

• Event for all the family
• Please dress suitably

'SFF�
'BNJMZ
&WFOU�



 

 

Joint Benefice Service 
rom Sunday 29 May, the main 10.30 am service on any fifth Sunday of the 
month will be held jointly at one of our two churches. The first such event 

will be hosted by St Guthlac’s, with St Mary’s hosting the next. There will be a 
regular 9am Eucharistic service at St Mary’s as usual on 29 May but no 
10.30am service.  

Service times 
Normal pattern of Sunday worship at St Mary’s 

1st Sunday  9am   Weekly Eucharist (contemporary language) 

  10.30am  All Age Worship 

2nd Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 

  10.30am  (Sung) Eucharist 

3rd Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (contemporary language) 

  10.30am  “Fresh” Morning Worship 

4th Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 

  10.30am  (Sung) Eucharist 

5th Sunday 9am  Weekly Eucharist 

  10.30am Benefice Eucharist at either St Mary’s or St Guthlac’s
    See announcements  

 

Normal pattern of Sunday services at St Guthlac’s 

All at 10.30am 

1st Sunday   Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday  All Age Worship  

3rd Sunday  Holy Communion 

4th Sunday   Sung Morning Prayer (Matins) 

5th Sunday  Benefice Service at either St Mary’s or St Guthlac’s  
   See announcements 
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Contacts 
Benefice Ministry Team 

 

Vicar: Revd Adrian Jones 

(rest day normally Friday) 

 

0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

 

adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew 
Gough  

(rest day normally Friday) 

07754 961997 Revgough@gmail.com 

Ordinand: Cecilia Adjadje  

(Wed, Thurs, Sat, Sun) 

07425 705221 cadjadje@yahoo.com  

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader: Fiona Wingate 07515 752954 Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

 

Please notify the Editor if any of 
the details below need to be 
updated. 

St. Guthlac’s 

Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 

 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery 
Synod representative; and Steve 
Bowyer, Chris Bullough, Yolanda 
Courtney, Jean Gabbar, Peter Lakin, 
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Brenda Lee, Ann Swanson, Jane 
Wright 
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   

Lesley Meakin 
 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & 
bookings 
Mark & Steph  
07525 000511 
 
St Mary’s 
Church Wardens  
Sian Howard 
07932 557 646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Beryl Bonfield 
0116 270 2202 
berylbonfield1945@gmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
 
Deanery Synod  
Vacancies. Please notify Matthew if 
you would like to know more. 
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
nigel.siesage@gmail.com  
(Magazine business to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
please) 
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PCC Treasurer 
Amanda Beck 
07732 020 023 
adb567@hotmail.com 
 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Kate Adams, 
David Palmer, Lorna Pollard, Judith 
Rudd, Ida Stanyer  
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Sian Howard 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
 
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 

0116 270 0714 
 
Music Co-ordinator and Choir 
Director 
Michael Relph 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
 
Sunday Club 
Alison Roche 
0116 270 4268 
 
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
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0116 271 6071 
 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
 
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 

Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph. 07525 000511 

 

 

Singing for Ukraine

The Jubilee Singers
Conductor: Richard Archer

invite you to a summer concert at St Guthlac’s
Church, Holbrook Road LE2 3LF

Light refreshments
A free event, but please give generously

to the Ukraine appeal
We look forward to meeting you on
Sunday 26 June from 3 to 4pm

Presented with the help of South Knighton Community Events
For further information: jubileesingersleicester@yahoo.co.uk


