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Knighton's Christmas light fantastic 
nce again, the Advent period for the whole Knighton community was made 
brighter by the Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary's and the Advent windows 
in many houses on Knighton Church Road and nearby streets. 

We have a full report on the Festival and many more pictures on inside pages. 
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Vicar’s Letter  

 
Dear friends 

hat was the best film you saw 
in 2023?  

In that rather strange gap 
between Christmas and New Year, and 
thanks to some vouchers we'd been 
given as a present, our family went to 
see "Wonka", the new 'prequel' about 
the chocolate-making magician of the 
Roald Dahl stories. We all enjoyed the 
story line, and the songs seemed 
particularly well-crafted. 

On the way out of the Phoenix Cinema 
I picked up a small leaflet asking me to 
"Tell us your Thoughts, Ideas and 
Questions" - the feedback form in other 
words. The principle is a good one of 
course - by finding out what customers 
think, the 'product' or 'experience' can 
be improved and they're more likely to 
return.  

We might be tempted to think that this 
would also be a good idea for the 
church ... that by collecting feedback 
we could improve our 'customer 
experience' and boost numbers. 
Personally, I always find feedback 

helpful and so I'd want to encourage 
everyone to feel that they can speak 
up, particularly when they have 
constructive comments to give. 

However, there are some key 
differences between the cinema and 
the church!  

Firstly, we go to the movies to be 
entertained - "escapism" is the word 
we often use to describe our 
experience. In contrast, meeting 
together as the church is about the 
worship of God and encouragement for 
each other - we face the world and its 
issues squarely, knowing that God is 
always by our side. 

Secondly, we ‘attend’ both the cinema 
and the building that we call 'church' 
(perhaps as frequently as once a 
week!) but we exist as the church, in 
the sense of being the gathered 
followers of Jesus, twenty four hours a 
day and seven days a week. We are not 
customers at all, and church should be 
much, much more than just one leisure 
option amongst many. Called to be 
disciples, we should live our Christian 
life daily and care for each other and 
those in need whenever we can. 

Thirdly, because we're all part of the 
church, and all have an important role 
to play, any "Thoughts, Ideas and 
Suggestions" are as much about what 
we are going to do to improve things, 
as they are about what someone else 
ought to do. Church life should never 
revolve around, or depend on, a few 
individuals - whether that's the clergy, 
the PCC, or those with the most 
confidence and loudest voices. Our 
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Christian life is a shared endeavour in 
which we all carry responsibility. 

In the movie "Wonka", the upcoming 
chocolate maker gathers around 
himself a team with surprising talents, 
and each has a special part to play in 
sharing the magic with the public. In 
the same way, we all have a special 
part in God's rescue mission for the 
world that's being shared through the 
Church. 

In 2024, let's make sure that we turn all 
our 'thoughts, ideas and suggestions' 
into encouragement and positive 
action that builds up our common life 
together and makes the world a 
'sweeter' place. 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s service, 

Adrian

 

Oh Christmas Tree, Oh Christmas Tree 

The Knighton Christmas Tree Festival 2023 
t 10.00am on Saturday 2nd December I thought, what have we done? We had 
a church decorated with 70 trees, raffle prizes and tickets, craft and 
refreshments to sell and keen volunteers - but no customers! My heart sank … 

But by 10.10am people 
began to arrive. Individuals, 
groups and in one case a 
minibus arrived to visit the 
festival. I should not have 
worried. The final tally 
showed we had 1,700 
visitors across the weekend - 
indeed, more than in 2022.  

The visitors were impressed! 
One lady commented, 

“I went to Chatsworth the 
other day, and this is much 
better!” 

Another said, “This is always the start of Christmas for our family.” 

Finally: “Aren’t people so clever and imaginative.”  

Indeed, the range of 'trees' was spectacular: from rubber piping, mannequin dolls 
and reclaimed materials to a magnificent large primary school tree which shimmered 
with glitter. Among the stars of the show were a re-upholstered chair with 
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embroidery and an illuminated tree, and a Circle Dance Group tree decorated with 
bangles. Josh Smalley, the runner-up in the recent Great British Bake Off competition 
organised the University of Leicester School of Chemistry's tree and was a very 
welcome participant in the Festival. 

All the trees were different and had unique and 
interesting features. I hope you enjoy the pictures 
shared in the magazine. 

After the main Festival, on Monday 4th December we 
welcomed a pre-school group and groups from two 
residential homes on visits to the church.  They were 
equally delighted and enjoyed a drink and mince pie 
following their tree trail. 

The chosen local charity this year was Wishes 4 kids. 
The charity has exhibited trees at the Festival in the 
past and was delighted to be chosen as this year’s 
charity. Wishes 4 Kids was created to grant a wish 
for Leicestershire children who are life limited, 
terminally ill, have experienced life-changing 
physical or emotional traumas or have suffered 
major abuse. During the weekend the charity 
exhibited a tree and provided 6 volunteers to help 

run the event. Wishes 4 kids will receive 50% of the money raised during the festival. 
The other 50% will go towards completing the St. Mary’s Place of Peace garden 
project. 

The final figures show, as mentioned 
earlier, 1,700 people visited the Festival; 
initial calculations show that we were able 
to raise £5,359 for our charitable causes, 
but donations continue to come in. The 
icing on the cake was an article in the 
Leicester Mercury on Monday 11th 
December (Page 8) celebrating the 
festival’s success. 

The most important purpose of this article 
is to give a massive thank you to all those 
who helped make the festival a success. 
Firstly, the Christmas Tree Festival Team 
who have been working since May to 



ensure the event was a success. You know who you are and thank you. You really 
were the ‘Dream Team.’  

Thank you to Leicester City Council, who agreed to give us a Knighton Ward Grant 
which covered all the costs associated with running a big event like this. 

Thank you to David Ardley, Andrew 
Oldershaw and Luke Fogg who did all the 
technical things behind the scenes that 
we didn’t understand! Thank you to 
Adrian, Cecilia and Janet and the Church 
Wardens Sian and Beryl, who supported 
and adapted throughout the week.  

Thank you to all those who volunteered 
to help during the Festival - participants 
in the numerous craft workshops, people 
who carried and helped erect tables, 
members of the congregation, friends, 
neighbours and press-ganged others! 

Finally thank you to St. Mary’s 
congregation who gave so generously to 

the raffle and cake stall, volunteered at the Festival and provided trees too!  

Wow! What an amazing community team effort. 

If you would like to be more involved in future, please contact me. It is great fun! 

Watch this space for Festival dates for 2024.                                           Sue Siesage 

  
 

Josh Smalley with members of the team 



New Year - New You? 
t this time of year many popular 
publications and websites will 
be encouraging their readers to 

make resolutions and 'improve' 
themselves. Our resolutions however, 
rarely last very long because they 
depend on our willpower, our own 
strength and determination to perfect 
ourselves. 

In contrast the Bible encourages us to 
"continue in my word" (Jesus, quoted 
in John 8.31), depending on God for all 
that we need: " Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your paths 
straight."(Proverbs 3.5-6) 

It always pays though to take stock of 
where we are and to make a plan! So, 
in this spirit, can I encourage you this 
New Year, to take a step aside and 
review where you are in the practise of 
your Christian faith? 

Here are some reflective questions to 
get you started, and perhaps to help 
you make a plan for 2024: 

Do you put time aside each day, even if 
just a few minutes, to sit in quiet and 
to pray - listening to God as well as 
speaking? 

Do you regularly and systematically 
read the Bible, looking at passages with 
Bible notes or similar alongside, so that 
you can grow in understanding and 
faith? 

Do you regularly join other 
Christians for worship, Communion and 

to hear the Bible explained and 
applied? 

Are you active in using the gifts, skills 
and experience that you have, to build 
up the life of the local church and to 
encourage others in their faith? 

Do you recognise God's generosity and 
blessing to you, and are you 
responding by giving generously too, 
especially through giving money to 
church and charity? 

Have you discovered ways in which you 
can serve and help others in your local 
community and further afield? 

Have you discovered how to share your 
Christian faith with others, in a way 
that works for you? 

Have you forgiven those who have 
wronged you, and sought forgiveness 
from those you have wronged? Have 
you put things right wherever you can? 

Are you seeking to live a simple life 
that puts into practice the words of 
Jesus in the beatitudes and in the 
greatest commandments: "Love God 
and love your neighbour as yourself"? 

Why not make some notes about how 
you feel you're doing, pick two or three 
things to do differently, and decide 
what this means in practical terms? 
Then ask God to give you help and give 
it a go. In a month’s time, look back 
and see how you got on, and then have 
another go!  

But remember that resolutions depend 
on willpower, and we all struggle with 
that - whereas the Christian life is a 
journey with God as our companion, 
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and he will always be reliable and 
strong. 

Adrian 

 

Science and Christian 
Belief 

n 1988, as a young doctoral student 
I had the good fortune to be sent by 
the University of Birmingham to the 

two-week ‘Charles Coulson Summer 
School in Theoretical Chemistry’ at 
Jesus College, Oxford. The course was 
led by the greatest theoretical chemists 
extant from all over Europe, and the 
whole experience made a great 
impression on me.  

On one occasion, I asked one of the 
tutors, a certain Professor Norman 
March – a very modest but well-known 
Professor of Theoretical Chemistry at 
Oxford – if he could tell me something 
about Charles Coulson. [I note in 
passing the Prof. March, who passed 
away quite recently, was from 
Coalville]. Prof March said, very 
earnestly, that Charles Coulson was an 
exceptional man; the greatest 
theoretician he had known; and the 
Oxford Theoretical Chemistry Summer 
School (which had been founded by 
Coulson in 1955) was renamed in his 
honour after he died somewhat 
prematurely in 1974.  

I later discovered that March had been 
one of Coulson’s PhD students, 
although he didn’t mention it at that 
time. Another thing that I discovered, 
many years later thanks to the 

internet, was that I was related to 
Charles Coulson in a ‘Chemistry’ sense, 
since he was my Great-Great-PhD 
supervisor (he had supervised the 
supervisor of my PhD supervisor!) 
Coulson’s formal title at Oxford was, in 
fact, ‘Rouse Ball Professor of Applied 
Mathematics’. 

 
Charles Coulson in 1950 © National 
Portrait Gallery  

As you can imagine, I have long felt a 
connection to Coulson and been 
somewhat in awe of him. But I didn’t 
know much about the man beyond 
some of his well-known discoveries in 
theoretical chemistry. So you can 
imagine how excited I was when, in a 
bookshop in Hay-on-Wye in September 
2023, I was browsing second-hand 
academic chemistry books and came 
across a 1954 book called ‘Science and 
Christian Belief’ by Charles Alfred 
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Coulson. It turns out that Coulson was 
also a Methodist Lay Minister and 
almost as well-known for his sermons 
and contributions to Christian thinking 
as for example his Oxford 
contemporary C. S. Lewis. Of course, I 
bought the book for a mere £5 and, 
just this Christmas, I found the time to 
sit down and read it.  

It is a short book based on a series of 
invited lectures he gave on the topic to 
academic scholars in theology and 
science, so it isn’t exactly light reading; 
he builds an argument very rigorously 
and slowly based on the citation of 
over 150 sources, both scientific and 
theological. Writing in 1954, some key 
scientific discoveries such as the 3cm 
background radiation discovery by 
Penzias and Wilson in the 1960s (which 
helped to establish the reality of the 
Big Bang expansion model of the 
Universe) were not known at that time. 
Similarly, the first papers confirming 
the structure of DNA had only been 
published in the previous year and its 
significance was not widely appreciated 
yet. Thus, some of the points he makes 
regarding for instance astrophysics and 
evolutionary biology he would 
doubtless update if he were writing the 
book afresh now.  

However, the final chapter would 
require little or no updating, and I was 
really relieved to find how well it 
aligned with my own constructed 
understanding of what it means to be 
both a scientist and a Christian.  

Coulson passionately refutes the 19th-
century notion of a ‘God of the Gaps’, 

whereupon there is room for God only 
in the areas which science currently 
can’t explain. Either God is the God of 
all Nature (thus incorporating all 
science) or he is not there at all. We 
encounter the truth of God through the 
life and teachings of Jesus Christ as 
expounded in the Bible. Taking this as 
our starting point, Coulson says that we 
can understand the evident beauty of 
Creation as ‘implying something about 
the nature of reality and linking that 
which is given to us in science with 
some of the deepest elements in man’s 
spiritual experience’.  

To put this another way, scientific and 
spiritual revelation are really the same 
thing. When we make discoveries as 
scientists, the truths we are uncovering 
and the brilliant imagination this 
requires are not really our own at all: 
we could not find these things if they 
were not given to us in the search. This 
describes so well my own experience in 
the very modest ‘discoveries’ (if I might 
call them that) which I have made in 
my own research. It always felt that my 
partner in all is the Holy Spirit. It is a 
marvellous privilege to be given a 
glimpse of how God’s nature works as 
part of scientific endeavour.  

Paradoxically, another Oxford 
Professor (Dawkins) inexplicably 
wastes his life writing misleading books 
explaining how scientific 
‘breakthroughs’ supposedly 
deconstruct and refute the need for 
God. While I appreciated and enjoyed 
Dawkins's earlier books ‘The Selfish 
Gene’ and ‘The Blind Watchmaker’ as 
useful popular explanations of how 



natural selection operates in 
evolutionary biology, his more recent 
tome ‘The God Delusion’ sits on my 
bookshelf so far unread. I imagine that 
God might let Dawkins into heaven, 
only on the condition that he sits down 
and has a good chat with Prof. Coulson 
who will put him straight on a few 
matters. 

Sian Howard  

 

New Year - New You? 
t this time of year many popular 
publications and websites will 
be encouraging their readers to 

make resolutions and 'improve' 
themselves. Our resolutions however, 
rarely last very long because they 
depend on our willpower, our own 
strength and determination to perfect 
ourselves. 

In contrast the Bible encourages us to 
"continue in my word" (Jesus, quoted 
in John 8.31), depending on God for all 
that we need: " Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your paths 
straight."(Proverbs 3.5-6) 

It always pays though to take stock of 
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in this spirit, can I encourage you this 
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review where you are in the practise of 
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Here are some reflective questions to 
get you started, and perhaps to help 
you make a plan for 2024: 

Do you put time aside each day, even if 
just a few minutes, to sit in quiet and 
to pray - listening to God as well as 
speaking? 
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read the Bible, looking at passages with 
Bible notes or similar alongside, so that 
you can grow in understanding and 
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encourage others in their faith? 

Do you recognise God's generosity and 
blessing to you, and are you 
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Have you discovered ways in which you 
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community and further afield? 

Have you discovered how to share your 
Christian faith with others, in a way 
that works for you? 
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wronged you, and sought forgiveness 
from those you have wronged? Have 
you put things right wherever you can? 

Are you seeking to live a simple life 
that puts into practice the words of 
Jesus in the beatitudes and in the 
greatest commandments: "Love God 
and love your neighbour as yourself"? 
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Why not make some notes about how 
you feel you're doing, pick two or three 
things to do differently, and decide 
what this means in practical terms? 
Then ask God to give you help and give 
it a go. In a month’s time, look back 
and see how you got on, and then have 
another go!  

But remember that resolutions depend 
on willpower, and we all struggle with 
that - whereas the Christian life is a 
journey with God as our companion, 
and he will always be reliable and 
strong. 

Adrian  
 
 
Favourite hymns 
 

It is well with my soul 
 
Michael Kirk explores the connections 
between a well-known hymn and St 
Mary's church 
 

f you were watching Songs of Praise 
one Sunday last November, you will 
have seen Pam Rhodes talking to 

Djemila, Lady Cope about the tragic 
story of Horatio and Anna Spafford. 
 
Horatio Spafford was born on 28th 
October 1828 in New York. He married 
Anna Larsen in 1861 and they had four 
daughters. Horatio was a successful 
businessman, philosopher and artist. In 
1873 he sent his wife and four 
daughters on a liner for a holiday in 
France. Two days out of New York, the 
SS Ville du Havre collided with a  
Scottish clipper. The liner sank within  

12 minutes and all four daughters were  
drowned, but Anna was rescued. The 
ratio and Anna were reunited in 
America and had three further 
children, one of whom was the great 
grandmother of Djemila Cope. Horatio 
later became a missionary in the Holy 
Land. He died in Jerusalem in 1888. 
 
It is believed that in 1873, shortly after 
the loss of his four daughters, he wrote 
the well-known hymn, It is well with 
my soul. 
 
And so to the connection with St 
Mary's: 
 
Spafford's descendant, Djemila, 
married John Cope, whose father was 
George Cope, the architect of the 
rebuilding of St Mary's in 1961. The 
family lived in Knighton Drive. 
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I first met John in the 1950s when he 
was chairman of the local Young 
Conservatives (you joined for social 
reasons in those days!). We were both 
training to become Chartered 
Accountants and qualified in 1961. 
However, it was obvious that John was 
destined to have a political career. He 
became member of parliament for 
South Gloucestershire and the new 
Northavon constituency from 1974 to 
1997. He held many government posts 
including Lord Commissioner of the 
Treasury, Treasurer of the Household, 
Minister of State for Employment and 
Minister of State for Northern Ireland. 
 
He was made life peer in October 1997 
as Baron Cope of Berkeley and served 
as Chief Whip for the Conservative 
Party in the House of Lords, retiring in 
May 2020. 
 
Lord and Lady Cope were guests of 
honour at the luncheon to celebrate 
the Golden Jubilee of the rebuilding of 
St Mary's Knighton on the 12 February 
2012 in the Parish Centre. Last time I 
spoke to John, he told me he was a bell 
ringer in Bath Abbey . 
 
Michael Kirk 
 
It is well with my soul 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my 
way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me 
to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Refrain: 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though 
trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless 
estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my 
soul. 
 
My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious 
thought!— 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no 
more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my 
soul! 
 
For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence 
to live: 
If Jordan above me shall roll, 
No pang shall be mine, for in death as 
in life 
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my 
soul. 
 
But, Lord, ’tis for Thee, for Thy coming 
we wait, 
The sky, not the grave, is our goal; 
Oh, trump of the angel! Oh, voice of 
the Lord! 
Blessed hope, blessed rest of my soul! 
 
And Lord, haste the day when the faith 
shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord 
shall descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 
 



  

Travellers' Tales 

Riding the Rebellion Way 
Concluding the Editor's account of his four-day cycle ride on the new long-distance 
route in Norfolk  

Day 4: Burnham Overy Staithe to Holt (38 miles) 

 
lthough this leg of the journey went through parts of Norfolk I know best, it also 
had some of the most memorable sights.  

Leaving my hospitable Burnham Overy Staithe overnight quarters, I headed inland to 
re-join the Rebellion Way until I reached the south gate of the park of Holkham Hall, 
one of the finest stately homes in the county - and indeed the country. In the 
Palladian style, it was designed primarily by William Kent for Thomas Coke, Earl of 
Leicester, and built in the 1720s and 1730s.  

The route goes directly through the landscaped park (no competition from 
motorists), with many opportunities to see the monuments, the lake with its geese, 
and the large herd of deer. A small detour would take you to the parish church of St 
Withburga, with some of the Coke monuments, which is entirely within the estate. 
The Coke family, headed by the 8th Earl, another Thomas, still live in and run the 
estate.  

Leaving the park, the route heads to the coast at Holkham beach, a national nature 
reserve which, as the Michelin guides would say, deserves a journey in its own right. 
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It is a remarkably wide horseshoe shaped expanse of sand backed by pine woods, 
which, despite its popularity with families, walkers and horse riders (and apparently 
members of the Royal family) remains a tranquil uncrowded place even in the height 
of summer. 

The beach at Wells-next-the-Sea 

The Rebellion Way joins the Norfolk Coast Path and runs behind the pine trees to the 
beach at Wells-next-the-Sea (essentially just the eastern end of Holkham beach) and 

then turns into Wells 
town, a popular place with 
visitors from 
Leicestershire. Many 
probably do not explore 
far beyond the beach, the 
lovely harbour and the 
characterful Staithe Street 
with its shops. My route 
took me deeper into the 

town, past the Buttlands, a green surrounded by prosperous houses of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Holkham Hall 

The Buttlands, Wells 



As the dotted line on the map indicates, the route continued off-road for some 
distance, eventually re-joining lanes near the village of Warham, which is blessed 
with two ancient churches and, just to the south, an iron age hill fort, Warham Camp, 
associated with the Iceni tribe and built some time before the Roman invasion of 
Britain. It is difficult to do justice to this remote and atmospheric site with an iPhone 
camera. 

From there my next significant 
port of call was Walsingham, a 
typical well-preserved small 
Norfolk town - distinguished 
from the rest by its two shrines 
to Our Lady of Walsingham - 
one Anglican (above) and one 
Catholic (below). 

I did not have time to explore 
Walsingham, and a full account 

of the place would deserve 
a separate article. The 
Catholic shrine is on the 
route a short distance 
outside the town in an 
attractive location, but I 
was rather surprised as I 
approached to hear a 
service being broadcast on 
loudspeakers at a high 
volume, and not without 
distortion.  

From the Walsinghams, the ride took me 
through a series of Norfolk villages - the 
Barshams, the delightfully named Great 
Snoring, Thursford, Gunthorpe, Glandford 
with its ford of the river Glaven (cyclists can 
use the footbridge, fortunately), and finally 
to my destination in Holt, where I was 
greeted with unjustified enthusiasm like the 
winner of the Tour de France by Sue and our 
friends. I'm very much looking forward to 
completing the southern half of the 
Rebellion Way sometime soon.  Nigel 

The Buttlands, Wells 



Crib Service at St Mary's 
The informal Crib Service at St Mary's on the afternoon of Christmas Eve was, as ever, 
a popular and happy occasion, attended by 165 people, 45 of them from younger 
generations, several of whom participated in telling the nativity story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 
I am most grateful to the contributors to this issue. My apologies to Bernard Stone 
and David Stanyer: I have held over their contributions for lack of editor's time. 
My apologies, too, to Margaret Grindle. In the last edition, we attributed the idea of 
restoring the Holbrook Memorial Hall plaque to her, when it actually originated with 
other members of the community. 
 
As I have previously explained, I shall not be able to attend to the next issue until 
some time in March. The March/April edition will not be issued before the third week 
in March.  The closing date for copy will be Sunday 10 March 2024, but you can send 
your contributions at any time. Don't wait! Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to the usual address, stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com.  
 
Articles do not represent the opinions of the Parochial Church Council of either 
church. Typographical and other errors (and the occasional omission) are the Editor’s 
responsibility. 
 
Raffle Prizes 
 
As required by law, we publish the winning numbers in the Christmas Tree Festival 
raffle below: 
 

0695  -  0490  -  0785  -  0679  -  0635  -  0361  -  0923 

  



 

 

Coffee Morning                                                        

  
On Saturday 20th January 2024 

From 10 - 12 noon 

In St. Mary Magdalen Church 

Stalls to include  

Unwanted Christmas Gifts 

Cakes, Books and Raffle 

Just come along          Everyone Welcome 



 

  

 

Contacts 

Benefice Ministry Team 
 
Vicar: Revd Adrian Jones 
(rest day normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Curate: Revd Cecilia Adjadje  
(rest day to be confirmed) 

07425 705221 cadjadje@yahoo.com  

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader: Fiona Wingate  Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

 
Please notify the Editor if any of the 
details below need to be updated. 
 
St. Guthlac’s 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Deanery Synod  
Vacant 
 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
 

 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the PCC 
Treasurer; and Chris Bullough, Jean 
Cox, Yolanda Courtney, Anne Hunt, 
Ann Swanson, Alison Welstead, Fiona 
Wingate, Jane Wright  
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 



 

  

 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Environmental Champion 
Fiona Wingate 
 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 

 
Mark & Steph  
07525 000511 
 
St Mary’s 
 
Church Wardens  
Sian Howard 
07932 557 646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Beryl Bonfield 
0116 270 2202 
berylbonfield1945@gmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
 
Deanery Synod  
Beryl Bonfield, Michael Gasper, Lorna 
Pollard. 
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
nigel.siesage@gmail.com  
(Magazine business to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com) 
 
PCC Treasurer 
Amanda Beck 
07732 020 023 
adb567@hotmail.com 
 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Church Wardens, the 
PCC Secretary, the PCC Treasurer, The  



 

  

 
Deanery Synod representatives; and 
Kate Adams, Tabitha Fogg, David 
Palmer, Lorna Pollard, Ida Stanyer  
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Tabitha Fogg  
 
Bell Ringers  
Rebecca Odames  
c/o the Church Office 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Simon Britton 
07710 975 272 
stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. 
 

 
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0302 
 
Music Co-ordinator and Choir Director 
Michael Relph 
07854 306 917 
michael.relph@icloud.com 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 

 

More Christmas Trees and Advent windows ... 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


