
St Mary Magdalen Church, Church of England, 

Knighton 

 

Sunday 5th April 2020 

Palm Sunday  
 

Join us in prayer this Sunday morning  

and through the week 
 

This week we continue our journey through Lent and towards Holy Week 

and Easter. Despite not being able to meet as a Church, we can continue 

to pray together, by daily using the Coronavirus Prayer (see back page) 

and these prayers for Palm Sunday : 

 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

 sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 

give us the mind to follow you 

and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 



Praying Together  through the week 

During this week why not give yourself a regular pattern of daily prayer? 

This will help us to keep a Godly perspective on all that is happening and 

will reduce our anxiety and stress – and will give us an opportunity to 

pray regularly for those in need, those who unwell, and all our medical 

services. 

 

Here are some ideas for joining others in prayer: 

 

The Community of the Tree of Life, our own Diocesan prayer community 

based near the Cathedral, is praying three times a day at 8am, noon and 

9pm with a short and very simple service. You can hear more by going to 

this page on the internet: www.leicestertreeoflife.org and also their  

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/LeicTreeofLife/ 

 

Each Sunday morning the Diocese itself will post a short act of worship 

and Bible reflection on it’s Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/

dioceseofleicester/ 

 

The Church of England also has a dedicated web page for information 

about a range of options for praying and worshipping together:  

www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 

 

As always the choice can be rather overwhelming! Can I encourage you 

to plan simply? During this Coronavirus season I personally am aiming to 

use Pray As You Go (www.pray-as-you-go.org/ ) each morning for a  

simple Bible reflection and setting up my day in time with God. Then as 

the day draws to a close, I’ll aim to join the Community of the Tree of Life 

for their Night Prayer (see above). 

 

Whatever you do, do take this chance to give time to God. 

Adrian 

 

 

 

 



Marking Holy Week and Celebrating Easter 

You may feel that our Lenten journey has been rather overshadowed, 

even eclipsed, this year by the Coronavirus epidemic. Good Friday and the 

feeling of desolation and suffering may come rather more easily than 

penitence, but it will be difficult to celebrate Easter when we are isolated 

and anxious. 

 

I am convinced however that "God makes all things work together for 

good, for those who love God, who are called according to his   

purpose."  (Romans 8.28). So, somewhere amidst the strange, fearful and 

unique circumstances that we find ourselves in this Holy Week there are 

places where God is ready to speak to us, to challenge and change us, to 

reassure us and to give us life and hope - if we are ready to listen and  

respond. 

 

Originally the benefice Ministry Team had planned a series of daily  

services at both our churches to take us all through Holy Week - but  

obviously we can't meet as we had expected. Instead we have put  

together a booklet of the weeks Gospel readings together and prayers for 

you to use at home daily - although we cannot meet together we can 

pray together. In addition you will be able to see and hear members of 

the Ministry Team with their reflection for that day if you check into the St 

Mary's website or Facebook page. Your booklet will be sent to you by 

email. 

 

We are also working to embrace technology in order to help us all share 

together in worship and at the same time. All being well, and God willing, 

we will broadcast a service of Compline (Night Prayer) on Monday,  

Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week, at 9pm on our Facebook pages, 

as well as Morning Prayer (9am) and Evening Prayer (5pm) on Easter Eve, 

Saturday 11th April. On Easter Day morning I shall be celebrating the  

Eucharist in the church on behalf of us all - although sadly without you all 

gathered with me, so do check the website and join in our worship  

together. 

continued overleaf 



There are many other websites and television programmes that can help 

you to mark Holy Week and celebrate Easter Day - whatever you choose 

to do, can I urge you to take the time each day to mark the final journey 

of our Lord towards the cross, and then into the new life of the  

resurrection? Surely this is a journey that we are all being called to make 

this Lent and Eastertide. 

 

Very best wishes for a blessed Easter 

Adrian 

Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for this Sunday are: 

Matthew 21.1-11 and Psalm 118.1-2,19-29 

 

Matthew 21.1-11 

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go to the village 

ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt 

by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to 

you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.’ 
4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 

 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought 

the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit 

on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 

went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

 

 

5 ‘Say to Daughter Zion, 

    “See, your king comes to you, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”’ 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 



 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 

‘Who is this?’ 
11 The crowds answered, ‘This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in  

Galilee.’ 

Thought for the Day…. By Revd Matthew Gough 

 

Palm Sunday Reflection - How many donkeys? 

 

I witnessed a crime recently. My wife and I both gave statements. I was 

surprised that we differed in accounts. The substance of the assault was 

never in doubt but the details were less certain. Matthew’s testimony of 

Jesus entering Jerusalem is a little like this compared to the other gos-

pels. Matthew has a donkey and its foal, whereas the other accounts- just 

one donkey. Matthew has been criticised for trying to ‘force’ the referred 

to Zechariah prophecy. 

 

In this time of Pandemic, we may force meaningful interpretations. ‘God 

is allowing us to face the consequences of abusing creation..we are expe-

riencing the blessings of enforced Sabbath…something good will come 

out of this…’. I have found myself thinking all these things. I was brought 

up sharp by the Anglican theologian NT Wright. He sees that we need to 

rediscover ‘lament’ as Lent is traditionally intended. We ought not rush 

for the hopeful solutions, or we may end up hoping for the wrong 

‘answers’. 

 

Likewise, we cannot constrain Jesus by our own thinking. After ‘stealing’ a 

donkey (or two?), Jesus turns over the tables in the temple. Jesus, Prince 

of Peace is also a disrupter of the peace. Corona is vicious mystery. La-

ment forces us to dwell without answers or hope. However, the Psalms 

remind us that God laments too and as we look forward to the cross-we 

know we have a God who suffers. A Father who grieves and a Son that 

endures the pain of death. At this time, we are not alone and death is not 

the final answer, we just may be sketchy on some of the details. 

‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 



LES MISERABLES VIRTUAL LENT COURSE 

Please visit the St Mary's Website for the Lent Booklet  

(under Coronavirus Support). Matthew 

 

 

Good News in Tough Times 

 
"And we know that God makes all things work together for good,                

for those who love God, who are called according to his   

purpose." (Romans 8.28, NRSV) 

 

 The glory of the world’s oceans could be restored within a    

generation, according to a major new scientific review. It reports   

rebounding sea life, from humpback whales off Australia to elephant 

seals in the US and green turtles in Japan. Although human activity 

and exploitation continue to damage marine environments,         

conservation projects have shown remarkable success.         

(Guardian newspaper 01.04.20) 

 

 A mass teddy bear hunt is under way around the world to help 

distract the millions of children locked down because of the       

coronavirus pandemic. Stuffed toys are being placed in windows to 

give children a fun and safe activity while walking around their 

neighbourhood with parents. The hunt is inspired by the children’s 

book "We’re Going on a Bear Hunt”, written by UK author Michael 

Rosen. The refrain of the book’s story is ’We’re going on a bear 

hunt—we’re not scared!’ (BBC News 30.03.20) 

 

 Spring is here! Birdlife in the churchyard at St Mary's seems to be 

flourishing in the absence of people - Greenfinches have been seen 

courting this week and a Great Spotted Woodpecker is drumming 

and may be working on a nest hole. 



Staying Connected-Social Media, Facebook 

 

We are looking at new ways to best engage our congregation and wider 

community. Facebook is a very effective 'platform' to share news, images, 

events and even live services. Both St Mary's and St Guthlac's now have 

Facebook pages which you are encouraged to 'like and follow'. Please 

have a look at the attached guidance (attached with the newsletter) on 

how to set up a Facebook account and join our Church page. Any  

problems, please email or phone Matthew who is happy to help. 

The Way of the Cross: 

a free online retreat for Holy Week from Launde Abbey 

 

Join us for a unique online retreat experience this Holy Week -  

completely free of charge. 

 

The Holy Week story dominates the gospels, and the cross is the central 

Christian symbol. Yet all too easily this mystery at the heart of Christian 

faith slips by in the rush of approaching Easter and its transforming  

potential cannot penetrate deeply into our lives. 

 

Led by David and Helen Newman, this online retreat offers the  

opportunity to enter deeply into the last week of Jesus’ life, to find  

ourselves there with all our sadness, weakness and vulnerability, and to 

discover the life and hope that emerges out of the darkness. 

 

In the midst of the ongoing coronavirus crisis we're aware that many 

people will be unable to engage with their churches and Christian  

communities over Holy Week. To help sustain your life of prayer and  

discipleship, Launde Abbey is offering this entire online retreat free of 

charge. 

 

Please visit https://laundeabbey.org.uk/laundeathome/holy-week-2020/ 

for all details. 



EXTERNAL LIGHTING 

Planning permission has been granted for replacement lamp posts, new 

security lighting, lighting of the statue of Mary Magdalen on the tower 

and refurbishment of the west and south flood lights.  Further details can 

be found on the PCC notice board at the back of church.  An application 

has now been submitted for a faculty.  Simon Britton  

 

FAIRTRADE EASTER EGGS:  

The Easter eggs have arrived and we will be striving to deliver them all to 

you as soon as we can. If you'd rather collect from the vicarage just 

phone and give us a little notice. Payment on delivery or collection if 

possible please. Alison R 

 

BIRTHDAY:  Barry Whitehead, having been born on Easter Sunday 1931, 

will celebrate his 89th birthday (in isolation) on Palm Sunday 2020. 

He sends his kind regards to you all, and the promise of cake & wine at 

some future Sunday service. A very happy birthday to you Barry from us 

all. Many happy returns also to Ann Squires, who celebrated a 

‘significant’ birthday this week. 

 

FRUIT & VEG     We’ve just been informed of a pop-up fruit and  

vegetable stall, located in the car park of the Aberdale pub at the bottom 

of Shakerdale Road. There is a wide selection of fruit and veg on sale.  

Social distancing is being maintained effectively. Unfortunately they only 

take cash. They will be there until 3.00 p.m or possibly a little later,  

depends on stocks! They hope to be there every Friday while the crisis 

lasts - as long as they can get supplies. 

 

 

 

 





InSPIREd 
 

The campaign to save our spire 

 

InSpired - our appeal for the spire 

 

InSpired – a progress report 

 

As we have previously reported, thanks to your efforts and generosity, 

the amount raised by the end of February was £33,400.  

 

Sadly, but inevitably, the Coronavirus pandemic has put our exciting  

programme of events and outreach to the community on hold, but rest 

assured that when we all emerge from enforced hibernation, we will 

bring them back, and they will surely be all the more welcome.  

Nigel Siesage 

 

Please send items for inclusion in the diary or notice sheet to James  

Gutteridge by Thursday 12.00 noon. Contact James on  

office@knightonparish.co.uk or 0116 2702705.  

 

 

 

ENVELOPES     OR     STANDING ORDER           

 

Have you considered paying by monthly standing order  

instead of envelopes? 

 

If you would like to do this, please contact Lorna Pollard :  

 

by telephone  0116 2704272  

or e mail at stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com 



Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones   0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough:   0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com  07966 376905 

 Revd Janet Gasper 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk  0116 288 9646 

 Reader: Fiona Wingate 

 Email: Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net  07515 752954 

 Churchwarden: Rosalind Matthew  

 

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge 0116 270 2705 

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 
 

The Parish Office is currently closed to the public. Sorry for  

any inconvenience and thank you for your understanding. 

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life supporting our day to 

day costs, ministry and mission. A good way to achieve this is through a  

weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of our 

Planned Giving Scheme. During the current Coronavirus pandemic 

please put aside your weekly offerings ready to bring to church 

when things return to something like normal.  The costs of the 

church are largely unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your 

regular giving is extremely important to our collective 'health' and 

the mission of God here. 

Scheme details can be obtained from Lorna Pollard, Planned 

Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 0116 2704272 or e mail: 

stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer    

       and gift aid your giving, our church can claim an additional 25%.    

CHEQUES FOR ST MARY’S   Please make cheques for St Mary’s payable 

to Knighton PCC. 



Please pray….. "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all  

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." (1  

Thessalonians 5.16-18) 

 

Give thanks: for all medical staff in our hospitals, health centres, re-

search centres and GP practices.  

A prayer for the Coronavirus outbreak 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy, 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

Praying for the Parish : This week please pray for those who live on:  

Carisbrooke Road, Stockwell Road, Ashclose Avenue, Meadvale 

Road,  and Overdale Road. 

 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.  

In particular we pray for Ed Groves, Gary Joynes, Trevor Gutteridge 

and all those with the symptoms of Coronavirus infection, and all 

those on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list. May they know the power 

of God's healing love at work in their lives today. 

 

Give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends.    


