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B e n e f i c e  M a g a z i n e  
 

Bishop’s visit brings Spire Appeal to a joyful conclusion 
 

he successful completion of the 
InSpired campaign to save St 
Mary’s tower and spire was 

celebrated on 31 October, when Bishop 
Martyn officiated at the eucharistic 
service at St Mary’s for All Saints Day. 
The celebration marked the second 
anniversary of the blessing of the 
appeal by Bishop Guli in 2019. The 
congregation were conscious that, since 
then, a great deal had happened which 
could not have been foreseen at the 
outset. 
 
In his sermon, the Bishop referred to 
the pandemic and drew on his 
experience in Africa to illustrate the 
response of humankind to personal 
tragedy and hardship. 
 
The Bishop expressed his appreciation to the many people who had supported the 
appeal through generous donations and participating in fundraising events. He 
congratulated those who had made the work possible through organising the appeal, 
liaising with the construction team and managing the finances. He concluded with a 
special prayer for the occasion. (Continued inside) 
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Vicar’s letter  

 

Friends, 

hat’s your first response 
when you find yourself in 
danger, at risk or feel 

threatened? Is it fight, flight or freeze? 
In the animal world these things are 
instinctive, automatic reactions that 
have arisen through evolution because 
they provide the safest reaction.  

Human life is more complex of course, 
and it’s usually best if we take some 
time to consider our response to a new 
set of circumstances. I would suggest at 
least one other response is possible for 
Christians faced with threat or 
uncertainty – faithfulness. 

There are many circumstances at the 
moment that might, quite naturally, 
cause us to feel anxious, threatened or 
at risk; I hardly need to rehearse them 
– the climate emergency, the on-going 
pandemic, economic worries, war and 
terrorism…. and of course, our own 
personal illnesses and problems. 

Rather than running away, burying our 
head in the sand, or becoming bitter 
and angry, I would suggest that 
Christians should be seeking to 
understand more about how to be 
faithful in these difficult times. 

Firstly, being faithful is about holding 
onto our trust in a God who is in 
control. Much of the Bible is concerned 
with showing us that God holds all of 
human history in his hands. Nothing 
can occur that is outside of his 
permission and purposes. This doesn’t 
mean that he brings misfortune and 
suffering on us, but it does mean that 
there is nothing that cannot be 
redeemed for his good and loving 
purpose in human life. And the life and 
death of Jesus shows us that God 
suffers with us and for us, to achieve 
this redemption. 

Secondly, being faithful is about 
continuing with our prayers and our 
worship together, whatever our 
feelings and despite our pre-
occupations. Prayer is a great gift from 
God, that I believe allows us to join him 
in shaping the world – and our lives- for 
good. Worship can be the antidote to a 
tendency to despair, and nourishes our 
appreciation and gratitude for life and 
the world around us. It would be 
foolish to turn away from prayer and 
worship just when we need them most. 

Thirdly, being faithful is about 
continuing to do whatever we can, 
whenever we can, to help others in 
need – and especially those whose path 
crosses our own today. This is the day 
that we can make a difference to this 
person in front of us – we may not be 
able to solve the problems of the world 
but this we can do, and so we should. I 
believe that these small acts of loving 
kindness carry a power and influence 
that we cannot understand in God’s 
spiritual economy. 

W 
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God told Joshua “Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 
1.9) This is a promise for us too – may it 
deeply shape us as we face our 
problems and strive to remain faithful. 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s service, 

Adrian 

 

A Prayer for Today 

The Great Litany 

In the year 590, a great epidemic 
ravaged the city of Rome, caused by an 
overflow of the River Tiber. Pope 
Gregory the Great exhorted the people 
to fervent prayer, and called for the 
observance of a public procession, 
during which the Litany of the 
Saints was to be prayed continually.  

Such public Christian devotions had 
become common by the sixth century 
and in these processions pictures and 
other religious emblems were carried, 
while specially composed prayers were 
repeated by priests and people as they 
travelled from church to church (the 
origin of the ‘Stations of the Cross’ still 
used today in Holy Week).  

Litanies are simply a form of prayer, led 
by a priest or deacon, containing a 
series of petitions to which people 
make fixed responses. During the 
Middle Ages their use became so 
popular that Pope Clement VIII 
restricted their number, and their use 
to church services.  

The Anglican 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer includes ‘The Great Litany’ 
which is substantially the same as that 
included by Thomas Cranmer in the 
first 1544 prayer book of the English 
Reformation. Cranmer also eliminated 
the processional aspect of the prayers 
and removed the invocation of the 
Saints and Mary the mother of Jesus.  

The combination of invocations from 
the minister, alternating with responses 
from the congregation in a rhythmic, 
repetitive pattern has made litanies a 
popular form of prayer over the 
centuries. In pre-literate times they 
were easy to learn and recite, and 
comforting in their familiarity.   

The Great Litany is too long to print 
here in full, but perhaps it should be 
more familiar to us today. Several 
Christian commentators have drawn 
attention to how fitting some of the 
petitions are for the times of pandemic 
and climate crisis. While we may not 
see such a direct link between the 
problems of the world and our own sin, 
as did our forebears in the faith, we 
ought to be very aware that even our 
own individual decisions reveal the true 
state of our hearts and have 
consequences for the future.  

Adrian Jones 

 

The Great Litany (excerpts) 

O GOD the Father of heaven: have 
mercy upon us miserable sinners. 

O God the Father of heaven: have 
mercy upon us miserable sinners. 
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Remember not, Lord, our offences, nor 
the offences of our forefathers; neither 
take thou vengeance of our sins: spare 
us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom 
thou hast redeemed with thy most 
precious blood, and be not angry with 
us for ever. 

Spare us, good Lord. 

From all evil and mischief; from sin, 
from the crafts and assaults of the 
devil; from thy wrath, and from 
everlasting damnation, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From all blindness of heart; from pride, 
vain-glory, and hypocrisy; from envy, 
hatred, and malice, and all 
uncharitableness, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From fornication, and all other deadly 
sin; and from all the deceits of the  

 

world, the flesh, and the devil, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From lightning and tempest; from 
plague, pestilence, and famine; from 
battle and murder, and from sudden 
death, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From all sedition, privy conspiracy, and 
rebellion; from all false doctrine, 
heresy, and schism; from hardness of 
heart, and contempt of thy Word and 
Commandment, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, 
O Lord God: and that it may please thee 
to rule and govern thy holy Church 
universal in the right way, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good 
Lord. 

 

 

Prayer on completion of the 
InSpired Appeal and the 
restoration of the Spire 

“O Lord God of all generations, by 
whose guiding the people of Knighton 
were led in days gone by to build this 
church, and by whose inspiration they 
were enabled to make it both beautiful 
and welcoming – help us to show our 
thankfulness in our care of their work, 
and in our faithful journey with you. 

Thank you for the InSpired Appeal – for 
all those who have worked so tirelessly 
to raise funds, and for all those who 
have given so generously to ensure that 
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this building is preserved for the 
generations that will follow us. 

May the 
restored 
weathervane 
call us to 
follow the 
direction and 
purpose of 
your Holy 
Spirit, in our 
life together 
and our 

service of this community. 

May the repaired tower stand strong, 
and symbolise the security and firm 
foundation that today we can find in 
you, the Ancient of Days. 

May the restored spire remind everyone 
of your everlasting care and point us to 
the vastness of your love and grace – to 
the praise and worship of your glorious 
name, through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Spire fundraising ends with 
two successful events 
 

he campaign to raise funds for 
the restoration of Saint Mary’s 
spire reached its conclusion in 

the final week of October with two very 
different events. 

On Saturday 23 October, the Parish 
Centre was packed with church 
members and visitors eager to grab a 
bargain in the long awaited auction 
sale, which had been postponed on a 

number of occasions because of 
pandemic restrictions. 

With Michael Kirk as an authoritative 
auctioneer, bidding for the wide variety 
of lots was brisk, although even 

Michael’s persuasive powers could not 
conjure a bid for every item. Once 
accounting had been completed, a 
grand total of some £9,300 had been 
raised, either from bids at the auction 
or from direct sale of some of the more 
precious items which had been 
donated. Thanks to all those who 
donated or bought; and 
congratulations to those involved in the 
organisation of the event - above all to 
Michael and Lorna Kirk, who had 
planned the whole event and then 
accommodated all the lots for 
considerably longer than they had 
originally envisaged. 

A few days later, the church itself was 
the venue for a talk by Professor 
Gordon Campbell of the University of 
Leicester on the subject of the World’s 
Favourite Bible - the King James 
version.  

T 
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Professor Campbell has written extensively on a wide variety of subjects, from 
Milton, his principal academic field, to whether the Vikings found America. At 

the time of the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible, he 
wrote a book on the subject and edited a new learned addition, which was 
subsequently widely distributed by the government. His lecture was both 
illuminating and entertaining, with a number of unexpected insights – for 
instance that the practice of reading silently with the mouth closed did not 
become commonplace until the development of the novel in the 18th century; 
and that the son of one of the translators of the King James Bible was John 
Harding, the unpopular Puritan vicar of Knighton, who was thrown into the 
Wash Brook by his parishioners during the Interregnum. The thoroughness of 
the organisation of the work of translation, using the number of different 
‘companies’ (or teams as we would now say) with thorough cross-checking of 
the work of each, stood out as evidence of the outstanding nature of the 
achievement. 

The event, which attracted some visitors from outside Leicestershire, raised 
£250 and was a fitting end to the Parish’s fundraising activities over the 
previous two years. 
 
 

La Befana 

he word Befana comes from 
Epifania (Epiphany) and the 
tale commemorating the 

adoration of the baby Jesus by the 
three wise men has been part of 
Italian Christmas tradition for 
several centuries. La Befana is 
celebrated mostly in the central 
regions of Italy, but the feast of the 
Epiphany is a national public holiday  

 

and the children have the day off 
school. 

The story in its simple, original form 
has it that the three wise men 
stopped and knocked on the door of 
an elderly housewife to ask for 
directions and to rest on their 
journey. She invited them in, 
offered them refreshments and 
shelter before asking them about 

T 



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021  KNIGHTON BENEFICE MAGAZINE 

their journey. The three wise men 
explained that they were following 
the star on the advice of royal 
astrologers in order to bring their 

gifts to the 
newborn 
holy child. 

 

In the 
morning 
they asked 
her to 

accompany them, but she said that 
she was reluctant to leave her 
cleaning and housework unfinished. 
After they had gone, as she was 
sweeping the floor, she had a 
change of heart and, clutching her 
broom and her basket of small gifts 
for the holy child, ran after them 
but failed to catch up with them. So 
she followed the star, leaving 
sweets at every child’s door, hoping 
to find and so to be able to kneel 
before the baby Jesus. 

Thus every Epiphany she is said to 
be still searching for the holy child, 
leaving small sweets for the good 
children and a piece of coal for the 
naughty ones. 

Now in 2021 the story of La Befana 
still shows how important it is not to 
let the distractions and noise of our 
modern lives cause us to miss the 
chance of paying homage to the 
holy child. 

 

Tim O’Carroll 

Lest we forget 
 

Mike 
Ratcliff 
bought the 
picture 
below of 
the War 
Memorial in 

its original form on Ebay. He 
wonders if it had originally been 
bought by the family of one of the 
named individuals. It was produced 
by a local photographic company, so 
several copies could have been sold 
in the parish. 
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Favourite Hymns 
 

‘Gresford’:  The Miners’ Hymn  
Composed by Robert Saint 

 don’t know about you, but I’ve always had a soft spot for brass bands.  
Hearing them play brings a bit of a lump into my throat, especially if the 
tune is soulful – such as the tune called ‘Gresford’. 

One of my most vivid memories from my childhood in Durham was the annual 
Miners’ Gala Day – falling usually in early July.  My home church always 
catered for the miners’ families arriving in the city from the very early morning 
by specially chartered trains or coaches – starting around 6am.  Hot drinks and 
snacks would be served all day long to the hundreds of people who came into 
Durham that day.  Once my mother was ensconced by the tea urn at church, 
my father and I would head out to watch the procession of colourful banners 
and families representing what were then the many coal mining villages of our 
area and beyond as they made their way through the town.  Each pit village 
had a band – if not their own, then one hired for the day – which led out the 
banners, and played a selection of uplifting tunes as they went by.  But one 
tune in particular has stayed with me all these years: ‘Gresford’.  It’s perhaps 
not very well known to you, but to me it brings back memories of Gala Day, 
and not just celebration, but tragedy, hardships and the dangers which miners 
endured.   

Gresford was the name of a big mining community in North Wales, near 
Wrexham.  On 22 September 1934, the night shift went down the pit as usual, 
but around 2am there was a tremendous explosion, caused by sparks igniting 
what was known as ‘fire damp’.  Within a matter of minutes, a wall of flame 
cut off the shaft, and 265 men and boys were killed.  Not only that, but they 
were entombed in the pit, half a mile underground. Three of the rescuing team 
were killed trying to save the miners, and the decision was taken to seal the 
shaft because of the dangerous gases.  The grieving families had no one to 
bury.  Their place of work had become their tomb. 

The disaster had a major impact not just in the Welsh coalfield, but throughout 
the country, and a miner in the north east called Robert Saint was so moved by 
the tragedy that he composed ‘Gresford’ in memory of the men.  It received its 
first public performance at the Durham Miners’ Gala in 1938, and it has been 
played at every Gala since.  It is played at the miners’ service in the cathedral in 
the afternoon, and it is played outside the County Hotel where the invited VIPs 
gather on the balcony to watch the procession.  But it was also played by the 

I 
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band accompanying the banner of a community in mourning, and this is what I 
remember most clearly.  In the 1950s and early 1960s fatal accidents down the 
pit were still common, and to mark this, the cross-piece supporting the banner 
would be draped in black so that everyone could see it from a distance.  As the 
procession made its slow way down the streets, every so often it would stop, 
and the band would play ‘Gresford’ in memory of those who had died.  The 
onlookers would fall silent as a mark of respect.  No one who heard it could 
help but be moved, sometimes to tears, by the sound of this ‘hymn’. 

‘Gresford’ has become known as the miners’ hymn.  If you want to hear it, You 
Tube has various performances, with short videos to match – I recommend 
listening to the Dunston Band at the Durham Miners’ Gala in 2015 – and BBC 
Sounds has a really interesting account of the history of Robert Saint and his 
music in its ‘Soul Music’ series 13.   

Robert was a self-taught musician who died at the age of 45 in 1950.  He wrote 
no words to accompany the tune – he was a brass band man and he wrote the 
piece for his band to play.  But in 1970 George L Lister put some words to the 
tune which reflect the harsh life of the miners and the significance of their 
sacrifice. 

Margaret Bonney 

Creator, who with marvellous design  
The world and all that is within did make;  
The lofty mountain, and the mine:  
Hear now our prayer for Jesu's sake.  
 
Lord of the oceans and the sky above,  
Whose wondrous grace has blessed us from our birth,  
Look with compassion, and with love  
On all who toil beneath the earth.  
 
They spend their lives in dark, with danger fraught,  
Remote from nature's beauties, far below,  
Winning the coal, oft dearly bought  
To drive the wheel, the hearth make glow.  
 
Now we remember miners who have died  
Trapped in the darkness of the earth's cold womb;  
Brave men to free them, vainly tried,  
Still their work-place remained their tomb.  
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All who were shattered in explosion's blast  
Or overcome with fatal gas have slept,  
Or crushed neath stone, have breathed their last;  
And the bereaved, who for them wept.  
 
O Saviour Christ, who on the cruel tree  
For all mankind thy precious blood has shed;  
In Life Eternal trusting, we  
To thy safe keeping leave our dead. 
 
 

Jerusalem 
Words by William Blake; Music by Sir Hubert Parry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 have a confession to make – I never been much interested in lyrics. Perhaps 
this is why so many modern hymns leave me cold. People seem to glean so 
much meaning from the words of many hymns; but, if the tune is 

uninspiring (it usually is), then I afraid it has lost my interest.  
 

I 
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I would like to imagine this is because I am such a good musician there isn’t 
much room in me for lyrics; but actually I am extremely limited as a musician. 
However, what I can say confidently is that music is, in some sense, deeply 
rooted in my soul and my being and it steers me as much as my Christian faith. 
 
How does this relate to my favourite hymn? Well, in 1916 a chap called Hubert 
Parry took part of the preface of a poem about a chap called John Milton by 
another chap called William Blake and created an utterly extraordinary tune 
which, in a lilting 3/4 metre, seems to hold a surprise around every musical 
corner. There is nothing else like it. I also admit that, in this very rare case, 
even I can appreciate the stirring words of Blake which Parry has chosen as his 
inspiration. Blake was a maverick artist, philosopher, political activist, 
polymath … so much has been written about him and many have expressed 
suspicion about the motives and meanings behind his writing. For a while at 
least, ‘Jerusalem’ seemed to fall foul of the PC brigade and was less heard in 
church. But one thing is certain about Blake - he had a deep, unshakable faith.  
 
Whatever you may think of the words of this hymn, for me it is Parry’s utterly 
majestic music that should be celebrated above all. It lifts my heart when I 
hear it and I am sure I am not alone in that.  
It is, quite simply, the English hymn of the 20th Century. 
 
Sian Howard 
 
 

St Stephen, AD 35  
(and The Reverend Derek 
Hall AD 2021) 
 

fter reading the obituary of 
the Revd Derek Hall in the 
Daily Telegraph, I realised 

that he had taken on a role that was 
given to St Stephen in the early 
Christian Church.  

St Stephen, who was a Greek and 
whose name meant wreath, was the 
first Christian martyr. He was one of 
seven deacons appointed by the  

 

 

 

 

Apostles to look after the needs of 
widows in the early Church. The 
reason for this was that if a widow 
survived after the death of her 
husband and had no living relative, 
she had to cope on their own and 
was often lonely and ignored in the 
Jewish community - probably one of 
the reasons Jesus gave his mother 
St Mary into the care of his friend St 
John. 

A 
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Most that is known of Stephen is 
contained in the Acts of the 
Apostles: that he was “full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit; also “full of 
faith and power”; and that he spoke 
with “wisdom and spirit” and 
“performed great wonders and 
miracles”. Stephen advocated that 
Christianity did not depend on the 
Temple, and as a result his former 
associates among the Greek Jews 
plotted against him, saying that he 
was planning to destroy the Temple 
in Jerusalem.  

Stephen was bought brought before 
the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Council 
and the highest court of justice in 
Jerusalem at that time, which had 
sentenced Jesus to death. All those 
in the court said his face was like 
that of an angel, and that he gave 
an eloquent speech accusing his 
hearers of resisting the Holy Spirit, 
and not only of killing Jesus Christ 
but that their predecessors had 
persecuted prophets who foretold 
the coming of Jesus. Those present 
in the court were furious and 
accused him of blasphemy and 
threw him out of the city, where he 
was stoned to death. 

In AD 415 St Stephen’s relics were 
supposed to have been discovered 
by a priest, Lucian of Kafer Gamala. 
They were translated to 
Constantinople and then to Rome, 
some supposedly ending up on the 

island of Minorca and some in 
Uzala, Africa. Many bones were 
preserved in a church in Jerusalem 
in AD 422.  The feast of St Stephen 
on December 26th was 
commemorated in the second or 
third century, before the 
commemoration of the birth of 
Christ officially began. It was St 
Gregory, Bishop of Nyassa in 
Armenia, who united the two feasts 
in the 4th century. 

46 ancient English churches were 
dedicated to Saint Stephen dating 
from Norman times. William the 
Conqueror’s church in Caen, France, 
was dedicated to St Stephen, and 
the style of the church influenced 
English church building. The 
coronation of King Stephen took 
place on St Stephen’s feast day, and 
later the King built St Stephen’s 
Chapel near Westminster Abbey. 
This was enlarged during 
Plantagenet times and incorporated 
into the Houses of Parliament. 

In art Stephen is represented as 
young, beardless, sometimes with a 
wreath on his head holding a Bible 
and stone, or a palm of martyrdom. 
He is the patron saint of deacons 
and stonecutters. 

In Leicestershire there are two 
churches dedicated to St Stephen - 
at Woodville and in East Park Road. 

Helen Long
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St. Mary Magdalen 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

On 

Saturday 27th November 2021 

11.00 am until 2.00 pm 

in 

THE KNIGHTON PARISH CENTRE, 

BRINSMEAD ROAD, LEICESTER LE2 3WG 

 

STALLS TO INCLUDE: 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS + CARDS & CRAFTS 

TOILETRIES + CAKES + BOOKS + JEWELLERY 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES + JAMS & CHUTNEYS 

PROSTATE CANCER CRAFT STALL 

RAFFLE + GRAND TOMBOLA 

 

Refreshments available: 

Soup & bread roll + Tea + Coffee 

Free Admission 

Registered Charity No. 1130923 
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Remembering Anne 
Squires 

s we often say, you learn a lot 
about people at funerals.  Well, 
the very large congregation 

(masked and with hands sanitized) in St 
Mary’s on Friday, 20th August 
confirmed what we already knew, that 
Anne was a much loved and respected 
member of our community.   We also 
learned more about the rich and full life 
she had led.   

There were people from all parts of 
that rich life: her loving family, of 
course, and it was lovely to see on the 
order of service that golden wedding 
photograph of Phil and Anne with their 
four sons and their families.  There 
were also friends and colleagues from 
her work with McAlpine, friends and 
neighbours from around Knighton and 
many others. The Knighton Parish 
Singers, with whom Anne regularly 
sang, performed pieces by 
Rachmaninov and Mozart that she had 
particularly enjoyed.  Stephen Foster 
played another favourite of Anne’s on 
his bass trombone: “Gabriel’s Oboe" – 
it worked beautifully! 

We were reminded that Anne played 
the piano and the violin (not a real 
Stradivarius!) and that she wrote lovely 
poetry.  Her “Snowdrops at Wistow” 
was read at the funeral.  She was a 
regular contributor to this magazine.  

Somehow, while doing all these things 
she managed to complete a degree. 
What a woman!  

 

I first remember Anne with one of her 
boys at Tiny Tots many years ago but 
got to know her better when she joined 
the Mothers’ Union.   Anne was a 
much-valued member for more than 10 
years.  We spotted her potential as 
soon as she was enrolled and 
persuaded her to become secretary of 
our Knighton branch.  We had struck 
gold – Anne was excellent.  She 
arranged our annual programmes of 
events and outings and dealt with all 
the paperwork with efficiency and good 
humour.  More recently, she took on 
the complicated arrangements for 
Christingle services which fill St Mary’s 
church with excited children every 
December.  Even when she was very ill 
and bedridden, Anne was compiling 
information and writing an article for 
the MUspaper, our Diocesan MU 
magazine.  She was amazing!  She was 
lovely and we were privileged to know 
her.  

Lorna Pollard 

  

A 
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Service times 

Normal pattern of Sunday worship at St Mary’s 
 
1st Sunday  9am   Weekly Eucharist (contemporary language) 
  10.30am  All Age Worship 
2nd Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 
  10.30am  (Sung) Eucharist 
3rd Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (contemporary language) 
  10.30am  “Fresh” Morning Worship 
4th Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 
  10.30am  (Sung) Eucharist 
5th Sunday   See announcements when relevant 
 
Normal pattern of Sunday services at St Guthlac’s 
 
All at 10.30am 

All Age Worship (2nd Sunday) 

Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays) 

All Age Communion (5th Sundays) 

Sung Morning Prayer (Matins) (4th Sunday) 

Contacts 

Benefice Ministry Team 

 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 
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Please notify the Editor if any of the 
details below need to be updated. 
 
St. Guthlac’s 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representative; and Steve Bowyer, 
Chris Bullough, Yolanda Courtney, Jean 
Gabbar, Peter Lakin, Brenda Lee, Ann 
Swanson, Jane Wright 
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  

safeguarding@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 
Mark & Steph  
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St Mary’s 

Church Wardens  
Sian Howard 
07932 557 646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Beryl Bonfield 
0116 270 2202 
berylbonfield1945@gmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
 
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
nigel.siesage@gmail.com  
(Magazine business to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
please) 
 
PCC Treasurer 
Amanda Beck 
07732 020 023 
adb567@hotmail.com 
 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Josh Crick 
deBoom, Michael Kirk, Andrew 
Oldershaw, David Palmer, Lorna 

Pollard, Judith Rudd, David Stanyer, Ida 
Stanyer  
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
 
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
 
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
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Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
 
Sunday Club 
Alison Roche 
0116 270 4268 
 
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
 
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph. 

The Benefice Magazine 
 
The closing date for copy for the next 
issue is 3 January 2022, for publication 
in mid-January. All contributions are 
appreciated. Please send your 
contributions, preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com.  
 
Articles do not represent the opinions 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
either church. Typographical and other 
errors (and the occasional omission) 
are the Editor’s responsibility. 

 

Planned giving 
egular giving is an integral part 
of our church life, supporting our 
day-to-day costs, ministry and 

mission. These needs are not lessened 
during the pandemic. A good way to 
achieve this is through a weekly 
envelope or a monthly bank standing 
order as part of our Planned Giving 
Scheme. Scheme details can be 
obtained from the Planned Giving 
secretaries of each parish (see Contacts 
pages). If you are a taxpayer and gift 
aid your giving, our churches can claim 
an additional 25%. 

R 
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COFFEE MORNING 

 
ON SATURDAY 8th JANUARY 2022 

FROM 10.00 am UNTIL 12.00 NOON 

IN ST. MARY MAGDALEN CHURCH, BRINSMEAD ROAD,  

KNIGHTON, LEICESTER LE2 3WD 

STALLS TO INCLUDE BOOKS, CAKES & RAFFLE 

& UNWANTED CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

JUST COME ALONG            EVERYONE WELCOME 


	A Prayer for Today
	The Great Litany
	In the year 590, a great epidemic ravaged the city of Rome, caused by an overflow of the River Tiber. Pope Gregory the Great exhorted the people to fervent prayer, and called for the observance of a public procession, during which the Litany of the Sa...
	Such public Christian devotions had become common by the sixth century and in these processions pictures and other religious emblems were carried, while specially composed prayers were repeated by priests and people as they travelled from church to ch...

